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fun and amazing.Prison Rape: What China Won’t Admit While the U.S. has been
pondering mass incarceration and the rationales for harsh sentencing, China has
been quietly experimenting with the maximum security system for crimes of
“political” nature. Among the first people to test it was Ai Weiwei – a dissident
whose detention for a visual art installation prompted the United Nations to
criticize its countries for a “serious and sustained campaign to silence critical
voices, putting peaceful dissent, including through the internet and other forms of
expression, in the hands of the criminal justice system.” It’s been nearly a year
since Ai was re-arrested, and over four months since he was initially subjected to
forced labor. And in those four months Ai has endured the cruelest punishment
known to man. In his political activism, Ai ran into organized crime groups in
China. He was labeled a criminal in 2011, and convicted of tax evasion (pursuant
to a highly publicized, redundant tax investigation) and embezzlement. For a time
he was held in a secret location where the only moment of contact with the
outside world was a visit with his legal team at a government-approved hour, and
regular visits from his wife. He’s been incarcerated in several maximum security
facilities, the most notoriously the infamous Daxin Prison in Hebei province. Ai
has been completely isolated from the outside world, and expected to spend a
minimum of two years living in the prison without human contact. Authorities
report that the former artist is surviving on cat food and water. And when he was
recently given access to his family, even the short and increasingly rare visits
have been watched by surveillance cameras. Ai kept his entire blog in English,
even though he didn’t speak or read English. What’s important is that he used the
blog to try and get a public response from
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